CAPTAIN NORRIS. 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 25 November 1847 »— -for. 



COPIES “ of CORRESPONDENCE between the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland 
and the Roman Catholic Clergy of the Diocese of Cashel , relative to Reports 
made by Captain Norris, a Government Inspector under the Board of Works 
in Ireland, reflecting upon the Character of certain of the Catholic Clergy of 
that Diocese.” 



Dublin Castle, ") 
2 December 1847. f 



(True Copies.) 



T. N. REDINGTON. 



SCHEDULE. 



10 April. — Letter from the Rev. Patrick Leahy to the Right honourable H. Labouchcre, enclosing 



Memorial and Resolutions of the Catholic Clergy of the Archdiocese of Cashel - 1 

12 April. — Letter from T. N. Redington, Esq. to the Rev. P. Leahy ------ 5 

17 April. — Letter from the Rev. P. Leahy to the Lord Lieutenant - -- -- -- 5 

6 May. — Letter from the Right honourable II. Labouchere to the Rev. William Morris - - - 6 

9 May. — Letter front the Rev. P. Lealiy to the Lord Lieutenant - -- -.-.7 

21 May. — Letter from the Rev. P. Lealiy to the Right honourable H. Labouchere, enclosing one from 

the Clergy of the Arctdiocese of Cashel - -- -- -- -- 7 

29 May. — Letter from the Right honourable H. Labouchere to the Rev. P. Leahy - - - - 9 



Sir, The College, Thurles, 10 April 1847. 

The accompanying Memorial and Resolutions were unanimously adopted at 
a meeting of the Catholic clergy of the archdiocese of Cashel, held in this town 
on Tuesday last, the 6th instant, and in conformity with one of the resolutions 
I have the honour to transmit you a copy of them. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Patrick Leahy, 

The Right hon. H. Labouchere, m.p.. Secretary to the Meeting. 

&c. &c. &c. 



To liis Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, &c. &c. See. 

May it please your Excellency, 

W e, the undersigned Catholic priests, most of us members of the committees lately dis- 
solved, and some of us of the committees as now constituted, are constrained, by a sense of 
duty to ourselves, our order and the country, to represent to your Excellency the surprise, 
mingled with indignation, with which we have read the report made by Captain Norris, 
inspector of the relief district comprising the baronies of Rliogurty, &c. &c. &c., in the 
county of Tipperary, and which report is dated the 6th of February last. 

From the subjoined extract, your Excellency will perceive that Captain Norris imputes to 
the Catholic clergy, members of relief committees within his district, conduct equally 
unworthy of gentlemen and clergymen ; namely, that, influenced by a mercenary regard to 
their own interests, they have been guilty of abusing their authority as members of relief 
committees, by returning the names of improper persons for the public works. 

The charge, if well founded, would reflect lasting discredit upon those against whom it is 
preferred ; but if it be, as it is, perfectly groundless, then it .remains that the person making 
the charge has uttered a gratuitous calumny with entire deliberation, and in the discharge 
l6. A of 
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of a serious and important duty. And we respectfully submit to your Excellency, that the 
impropriety of this gentleman’s conduct is heightened, when we reflect that, both from the 
nature of the duties entrusted to him, and the declared wishes of the Government, it in an 
especial way and manner became him, as a chosen agent of relief, to evoke all the charities 
of life so far as he might within the sphere of his duties. It was not for one in his 
situation, and at this particular time, to revolt the already harassed feelings of the people by 
this offensive display of bigotry. 

Nor my Lord, do we hesitate to say, that if he was determined to have an opportunity 
for giving vent to such unworthy feelings, at least he should not have selected as the objects 
of his attack a respectable portion of those men who have done more to assist the Government 
in mitigating the present awful distress than the whole staff of paid officials spread oyer the 
kin°-dom. ‘Wo to our country ! It is no small part of the calamity now pressing on it, that 
petty officials, who find themselves invested with a little authority, can dare to treat the 
priesthood and the people with insolence. 

But, my Lord, we owe a duty to ourselves, and we will not shrink from performing it. 
Anxious as we are to contribute our humble part towards the relief of the suffeiing people, 
we feel bound to declare to your Excellency, that we will, none of us, consent to act upon 
any relief committee with which Captain Norris shall have to do. And, further, we respect- 
fully call upon your Excellencv, as an act of common justice, to relieve that gentleman 
altogether from the duties of an office from which his knowledge, or rather his ignorance of 
the people and the country, his infirm temper, and bis intolerant notions render him 
evidently unfit ; and to allow him to return to other occupations in which he may hold what 
sentiments he pleases without insulting the community by their indecent manifestation. 

In conclusion, we beg to observe to your Excellency, that a reference to the books of the 
several relief committees within his district will prove that Captain Norris attended their 
meetings but very seldom, and consequently can have had but lew opportunities of ascer- 
taining, from personal observation, whether any or what abuses existed. 



(signed) William Morris, Chairman, P. P., 
Borrisoleigh. 

Thomas Mullany, P. P., Drom. 

William Kincan, P. P., Bohirlahan. 

Janies M l Donnell, P. P. and V. G. 

William Laffan, P. P., Holy Cross. 

j Edward O' Shaughnessy, P. P., 
JDrangan and Cioneen. 

Robert Grace, Adm r , Moycarkey. 

Daniel Corcoran, P. P., Mullina- 
hone. 

E. Cummins, P. P., Killenaule. 

Th. O' Carroll, R. C.C. 

John Cooney, R. C. C., Borris- 
oleigh. 

Thomas Molloy, R. C. C., Drangan. 

Thomas Maher, R. C. C. 

James T. M l Namara. 

Patrick Laffan. 

Richard O'Brien, R. C. C. 

John Laffan, C. C. 

John Butler, R. C. C., Temple- 
more. 

James Ryan, R. C. C. 

Michael O'Brien, R. C. C. 

Redmond Burke, P. P. 

William Barron, Adm r , Thurles. 

James Lonergan, Fethard. 

Charles Quillinan, College, Thurles. 

Daniel K. Lourgan, R. C. C., 
Thurles. 

Patrick J. Morris, R. C. C., Bor- 
risoleigh. 

Patrick Ryan, R. C. C., Holy 
Cross. 



William Hogan, R. C. C., Clo- 
noulty. 

Thomas Collier, R. C. C., Moy- 
carkey. 

P. Fitzgerald, R. C. C., Ballin- 
garry. 

R. Short, R. C.C., Drom. 

Edmund O' Keane, It. C. C., Moy- 
carkey. 

James Meagher, R. C. C., Upper 
Church. 

John Bourhe, R.C.C., Holy Cross. 

J. O'Meara, R. C. C., Boherlahan. 

John O'Brien, R. C. C., Drom. 

William Cooney, C. C., Ballina. 

William Cahill, R. C. C., Boherla- 
han. 

Patrick Larkin, P. P., Meyne. 

Michael Barron, R. C. C., Moyne. 

Thomas Ryan, R. C. C., Kilcum- 
min. 

Patrick Feehan, R. C. C., Gurt- 
nahoe. 

Michael Daly, R. C. C., Gurtna- 
hoe. 

Denis Maher, P. P., Dumbane. 

Laurence Bergin, R. C. C., Lough- 
more. 

David Dee, P. P-, Loughmore. 

P. Meagher, C. C. 

Thomas O’ Connor , President, Col- 
lege, Thurles. 

James Ryan, C. C. 

Patrick Leahy, the College, Thurles. 



Extract from the Journal of Captain Norris, County Tipperary, February 6th, to be found 
in the Correspondence of the Board of Works, illustrative of the State of Ireland. 

“ I regret to say, it is very difficult to keep improper persons off the works, in conse- 
“ quence of some of the committees not performing their duty. The leading members of 
“ many of the committees are priests, who have no landed property, and consequently no 
lt interest in keeping down taxation, but, on the contrary, have an interest m enabling their 
“ flocks to pay their tribute. Some of the resident gentry, from disgust at the proceedings, 

“ rarely 
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« rarely attend the committees, and others who do are afraid to perform their duty ; for if 
“ they object to improper persons being put on the lists, the small farmers, who are also 
« often members of the committees, and only one degree removed from those employed on 
“ the public works, soon let it be known out of doors who are the members of the com- 
“ mittees who prevent their friends being returned. The police are the only persons from 
“ whom I can get correct information, and I am satisfied that if every list returned by a 
“ relief committee was given to the serjeant of the police at the nearest station to the work 
“ for which the men were returned, and the veracity of the return inquired into by him 
“ before the men were put on the work, that half the abuses inflicted on the country by 
“ committees would be avoided.” 

A meeting of the Roman Catholic clergy of the archdiocese of Cashel was held in 
Thurles on Tuesday, the 6th instant, to consider what steps should be taken in consequence 
of certain grievous charges preferred against Homan Catholic clergymen, members of 
relief committees, by Captain Norris, inspecting officer of the relief district comprising the 
barony of Eliogurty, &c. &c , in the county of Tipperary, and which charges have lately 
come to light in the published correspondence ot the Board of W orks illustrative of the 
state of Ireland. 

The Chair was taken by the Reverend William Morris, p. p., Borris Illeigh ; and the 
Reverend P. Leahy, of the College, Thurles, was chosen Secretary. The following reso- 
lutions were unanimously adopted : — 

Moved by the Reverend Thomas Mullany, p. p., Drom, and seconded by the Reverend 
William Laffan, p. p., Holy Cross, “That the Memorial now read by the Secretary be 
adopted by this meeting, and that he be requested to transmit the same without delay to 
his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant.” 



To his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, &c. &c. &c. 

May it please your Excellency, 

We, the undersigned Catholic priests, most of us members of the relief committees lately 
dissolved, and some of the committees as now constituted, are constrained, by a sense or 
duty to ourselves, our order and the country, to represent to your Excellency the surprise, 
mingled with indignation, with which we have read the report made by Captain Norris, 
inspecting officer of the relief district comprising the barony of Eliogurty, &c. &c., m tlie 

county of Tipperary, and which report is dated 6th February last. . . 

From the 1 subjoined extract your Excellency will perceive that Captain Norris imputes 
to the Catholic clergy, members of relief committees within the district, conduct equally 
unworthy of gentlemen and clergymen, namely, that, influenced by a mercenary regard to 
their own inferests, they have been guilty of abusing their authority, as members of relief 
committees, by returning the names of improper persons for the public works. 

The charge, if well founded, would reflect lasting discredit upon those against whom it 
is preferred*: but if it ‘be, as it is, perfectly groundless, then it remains that the person 
making the charge has uttered a gratuitous calumny, with entire deliberation, and m the 
discharge of a serious and important duty. , . . . e 

And we respectfully submit to your Excellency, that the impropriety of this gentle- 
man's conduct is heightened, when we redect that, both from the nature of the duties 
entrusted to him, and the declared wishes of the Government, it man especial manner 
became him, as a chosen agent of relief, to evoke all the chanties of life, so far as lie might 

"“rwS^^rrte^fhis'situation, and at this particular time, to revolt the alreaj 
harassed feelings of the people by this offensive display of bigotry. Nor do we, my Lord 
hesitate tosay,° that, if he was determined to have an opportunity for giving vent o such 
unworthy feeSngs, at least he should not have selected as the objects ot his attack, a 
of those men who have done more to assist the Government in miti- 
<mtmg the present awful distress than the whole staff of paid officials spread overtfa : king- 
dom g Wo P to our country ! It is no small part of the calamity now pressing upon it that 
petty officials, who find themselves invested with a little authority, can dare to treat tl e 

mVw P wf«e^atVr^ive S , and we will no. shrink from performing it; 

• ’ as “ . ve ar e to contribute our humble part towards the relief of the suffering people, 

TfiXmCS an office, for which his knowledge, or rather 1ns .gnorance of 
altogether from the dut e temuer. and his intolerant notions, render him evi- 

de'tfvnnfit^ndtoailowSmto return to other occupations in which he may hold what 

sentim«its\ie peases wiAout^isuldng^he to^he^ooks of the 

^ -U pro!; that Captain Norris attended^ 

iG. 
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meetings but very seldom, and consequently can have had but very few opportunities of 
ascertaining by personal observation whether any and what abuses existed. 



(signed) William Morris, P. P., Borris 
Illeigh, Chairman. 

Thomas Mnllany , P. P., Drorn. 

William Kirwan, P. P., Boher- 
lalxen. 

James M‘Donnell, P. P-, Cashel, 
and P- G. 

Edmond Cummins, P. P., Kille- 
naule. 

William Laffan, P.P., Holy Cross. 

Edmund O' Shaug /messy, P. P., 
Drangan. 

Robert Grace, P. P., Moycarkey. 

Daniel Corcoran, P. I\, Mullina- 
hone. 

Thomas O' Carroll, R. C. C. 

J olin Cooney , R. C. C. 

Thomas Molloy, R. C. C. 

Thomas Maher, R. C. C. 

James F. M‘ Namur a, O.S. F. 

Patrick Laffan, R. C. C. 

John Butler, R. C. C. 

James Ryan, R. C. C. 

Redmond Bourke, P. P., Ballina- 
hinck. 

William Barron, Adm r , Thurles. 

James Lonergan, O. S. I). 

Charles Quillinan, Professor, the 
College, Thurles. 

Patrick V. Makony, Professor, the 
College, Thurles. 



Daniel K Lenigan, R. C. C. 
Patrick Morris, R. C. C. 

Patrick Ryan, R: C. C. 

The Rev. Thomas O'Connor, Pre- 
sident of the College, Thurles. 
The Rev. P. Leahy, Professor, 
the College, Thurles. 

William Hogan, R. C. C. 

Thomas Collier, R. C. C. 

Philip Fitzgerald, R. C.C. 

Robert Short, R. C. C. 

Edm d O' Keane, R. C. C. 

James Maher, R. C. C. 

John Bourke, R. C. C. 

J. O’Meara, R. C- C. 

John O’Brien, R. C. C. 

William Corney, R. C. C. 

William Cahill, R. C. C. 

Patrick Larkin, P. P., Moyne. 
Michael Banan, R. C. C. 

Thomas Ryan, R. C. C. 

Patrick Feelian, R. C. C. 

Michael Daly, R. C. C. 

Denis Maher, P. P., Upperchurch. 
David Dee, P. P., Loughmore. 
James Ryan, R. C. C. 

Patrick Maher, R. C. C. 
Laurence Bergin, R. C. C. 



Extract from the Journal of Captain Norris, Inspecting Officer, County of Tipperary, 

dated the 6th February ult., and to be found in the lately published Correspondence of 

the Board of Works, illustrative of the State of Ireland. 

“ 1 regret to say, it is very difficult to keep improper persons off the works, in conse- 
“ quence of some of the committees not performing their duty. The leading members of 
“ many of the committees are priests, who have no landed property, and consequently no 
“ interest in keeping down taxation, but, on the contrary, have an interest in enabling their 
“ flocks to pay their tribute. Some of the resident gentry, from disgust at the proceedings, 
“ rarely attend the committees, and others, who are afraid to perform their duty, for if they 
“ object to improper persons being put on the lists, the small farmers, who are also often 
“ members of the committees, and only one degree removed from those employed on the 
“ public works, soon let it be known out of doors who are the members of the committees 
“ who prevent their friends being returned. The police are the only persons from whom I 
“ can get correct information ; and I am satisfied that if every list returned by a relie f 
“ committee was given to the serjeant of police at the nearest station to the work for which 
“ the men were returned, and the veracity of the return inquired into by him before the men 
“ were put on the work, that half of the abuses inflicted on the country by committees would 
“ be avoided.” 

Moved by the Rev. Thomas O’Connor, President, the College, Thurles, and seconded by 
the Rev. James Ryan, R. C. 0., Killenaule, — That copies of the Memorial to the Lord 
Lieutenant be forwarded by the Secretary to Lord John Russell, Sir George Grey, and 
Mr. Labouckere. 

Moved by the Rev. William Barron, Adm r , •Thurles, and seconded by the Rev. John 
Butler, Templemore, — That the Memorial and Resolutions now adopted be published in the 
county papers, the Dublin Evening Post, the Dublin Evening Mail, the Tablet and the 
Daily News. 

Moved by the Rev. Rob. Grace, P. P., Moycarkey, and seconded by the Rev. William 
Kirwan, P. P., Boherlahan, — That no clergymen present shall continue to act upon any com- 
mittee with which Captain Norris may be in any manner connected. 

Moved by the Rev. Thomas Mullany, P. P., Drom, seconded by the Rev. Daniel 
Corcoran, P. P., Mullinahone, — That the Rev. William Morris do leave the chair, and that 
the Rev. Thomas O’Connor be called thereto. 

Moved by the Rev. William Kirwan, P. P., Boherlahan, seconded by the Rev. Robert 
Grace, P. P., Moycarkey, — That the thanks of this meeting are due to the Rev. William 
Morns for his dignified and efficient conduct in the chair. 



The 
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The Secretary has addressed the following to the Lord Lieutenant : — 

To his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, &c. &c. &c. 

May it please your Excellency, 

At a meeting of the Catholic clergy of the archdiocese of Cashel, held this day in 
Thurles, the Rev. William Morris, P.P., Borris Illeigh, in the chair, the accompanying 
memorial to your Excellency was unanimously adopted ; and I am directed by the meeting 
to forward it without delay to your Excellency. 

I have, &c. 

The College, Thurles, (signed) Patrick Leahy, 

6 April 1847. Secretary 10 the Meeting. 



gj r> Dublin Castle, 12 April 1847. 

I am directed by the Lord Lieutenant to state, for the information of the 
memorialists, that his Excellency has caused a communication to be made to 
Captain Norris on the subject referred to in the enclosure of your letter of the 

lOtli instant. _ , . 

1 have, ccc. 

The Rev. Patrick Leahy, (signed) T. N. Redington. 

The College, Thurles. 



The College, Thurles, 17 April 1847. 

To Ms Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, &c. &c. &c. 

May it please your Excellency, , 

In reply to my letter transmitting the Memorial of 1 he Cathohc Clergy of 
Cashel, I am honoured -with a communication, of which the following is a copy . 
„ sir Dublin Castle, 12 April 1847. 

:: S^o^^SeSStoin the enclosure of your letter of the 
“ lOthjnstant. 



“ I have the honour to he, Sir, 

“ Your obedient Servant, 



“ T. N. Redington” 



“ The Rev. Patrick Leahy, 

“ The College, Thurles.” 

had the opportunity of confe g) uncertain what sort of commu- 

Mr. Redington’s letter whether the 

nication has been made to Lapt . , , blameworthy or the reverse, or a 

conduct of that gentleman i , calling for no special notice ; nor is it 

matter in its nature utterly mdiffe , ,he°clerKV of a whole archdiocese, 

signified whether a memorial coming from J th i 01 , against ma ny 

expressed in respectful terms, and Er " the seal and 
of their body, darkly conveye Y . , ^ j 3 oar( i 0 f Works, and now 

secresy of a confidential _ it n ‘ t signified whether such a state- 

grounds at least for an inquiry into the 

hs» o..i «, « 

16 . 
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to state that the uncertainty in -which memorialists are left respecting the inten- 
tions of Government will be attended with serious inconvenience and even 
injury to the suffering poor; for I have good reason to believe that no Catholic 
clergyman in this district will serve upon a relief committee until it is seen how 
Government means to deal with Captain Norris. 

I am aware it is asserted by Captain Norris himself that he has been removed 
from Thurles to Coleraine. The public, my Lord, will not believe that arrange- 
ment has received the sanction of your Excellency, whose administration has 
been distinguished by a spirit of impartial justice. 

The mere removal of Captain Norris to another district more congenial to one 
professing principles such as his, could not be regarded as a mark of displeasure ; 
much less could it be considered an adequate punishment for the very improper 
conduct with which he now stands charged before the country. 

When Captain Norris discovered that his hidden correspondence with the 
Board of Works had come to light, and with it his dark hostility to the Catholic 
clergy, it is now well known, that, in order to avert the just consequences of his 
conduct, he applied for a removal before the memorial of the clergy of Cashel had 
reached your Excellency ; and without taking on myself to answer for the accu- 
racy of the report, it is said his request was granted, and he was apprised that 
there was no objection to his removing to some other place, named or unnamed. 

If he obtained permission to remove before the date of the memorial, then 
matters are in precisely the same state as if the clergy of Cashel had never been 
insulted or complained of insult ; the memorial is so much waste paper that 
might as well never have been forwarded, and the case of Captain Norris is 
neither more or less than that of an officer asking and obtaining leave to remove 
from one place to another more agreeable. And if, on the other hand, he 
obtained the permission since the forwarding of the memorial, we are left to con- 
clude that, in the opinion of those granting the permission, a sufficient case has 
not been made out to call for an inquiry into the conduct of Captain Norris, or 
else permission to change his residence from Thurles to Coleraine must be 
thought ample punishment for his delinquency. 

But whether Captain Norris obtained his removal before the memorial 
reached your Excellency, or whether he subsequently received permission to 
change Ids quarters, it is not believed that you, my Lord, will allow the 
arrangement to stand, now that the real state of the case, together with his 
motives for seeking a change, are placed fairly before you. 

Awaiting the honour of a reply for the fuller information of the memorialists, 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Patrick Leahy. 



Gentlemen, < Irish Office, London, 6 May 1847. 

Youit memorial to the Lord Lieutenant, upon the subject of Captain Norris, 
has been transmitted to me in consequence of the indisposition of his Excellency, 
and I have given it my best consideration. 

I think it obvious, from the explanations which have been received from 
Captain Norris, that he did not intend to bring any general charge against the 
Roman Catholic clergy of the district in which he was placed, although he had 
alluded to instances of misconduct on the part of individuals among them, whose 
names were not specified. 

I really do not think that under these circumstances any public advantage 
would be derived from prosecuting an inquiry on this subject any further, nor 
that justice to particular parties requires it. 

I cheerfully and gratefully acknowledge that from the Catholic clergy as a 
body the Government have received the most efficient assistance during this 
period of calamity, both in relieving the distress and in preserving the peace of 
the country ; but, on the other hand, I do not believe that it can with truth be 
denied that the conduct of particular clergymen has been justly liable to censure. 

I am, &c. 

The Rev. William Morris, and others. (signed) H. Ldbouchere. 



To 
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To his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, &c. &c. &c. 

May it please your Excellency, 

At a meeting of the Catholic clergy of the archdiocese of Cashel, held in 
Thurles, the 27th ultimo, the Rev. William Morris in the chair, the following 
resolution was unanimously adopted : — 

“ Resolved, — That our Secretary, the Rev. P. Leahy, be instructed respectfully 
“ to inform the Lord Lieutenant that the letter of the 1 7th instant, addressed by 
«* him (the Rev. Mr. Leahy) to his Excellency, regarding the case of Captain 
“ Norris, faithfully expresses the sentiments of this meeting ; and that we pledge 
“ ourselves not to serve upon any Relief Committee within this district until it is 
“ seen how Government means to deal with that gentleman.” 

In consequence of your Excellency’s illness, as sincerely as it is universally 
regretted, I have for nearly a fortnight held back the resolution of the clergy ot 
Cashel. The fear of being justly chargeable with a neglect of duty obliges me 
now to make a communication which 1 could wish it were in my power to post- 
pone to a more seasonable time. 

I have, &c. 

The College, Thurles, 9 May 1847. (signed) Patrick Leahy. 



Si rj The College, Thurles, 21 May 1S47. 

I am directed to forward to you the accompanying letter, which was agreed 
upon at a numerous meeting of clergy of the archdiocese of Cashel, held in 
Templemore, on the 15th instant. 

I have, &c. 

The Right lion. H. Labouchere, m.p., (signed) Patrick Leahy. 

&c. &c. &c. 



gir Thurles, 20 May 1847. 

We have received your letter of the 6th instant respecting the case of Captain Norris. 
Without meaning you the least disrespect, we have no hesitation m saying it is any ttung 
but satisfactory. 

Yon must indeed think very humbly of our understanding, and you must believe we have 
verv little of the self-respect which becomes the members ot every honourable piofession, if 
yoif imagine for a moment that we could regard your letter otherwise than as an aggravation 
of the offence committed by Captain Norris. 

Sir you seem to have adopted the charges of Captain Norris against the Catholic clergy 
of thi's^district • for vou and your Government have not only not granted a fair 01 any inquiry, 
but you take npon^ yourself to say that the charges which he d.d really make were Justly 
deserved. 

You in fact acquit him of having done wrong, though he was clearly guilty of the grossest 
it a point to maintain. 

smmmmrmm 

of credit as he. 

You do not ql 1 ® 05 ® t0 make denial o7th^m^ur7mpeaebment C of 

dSm lt Expedient to withhold from the pubhc everjj 

16. L 
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word of his explanation ; and as the charges were originally made in the dark, it is seen fit to 
keep the proofs of them, if any, in darkness. 

For aught that the public knows, Captain Norris’s proofs may be even worse than the 
original charges. This, sir, is not satisfactory to the public or to us. 

You not only take his word for his own innocence, but you condemn a number of respect- 
able clergymen upon his secret and evidently questionable testimony ; and what is more, 
you condemn them unheard. 

You say, “ that he did not intend to bring any general charge against the Roman Catholic 
“ clergy of the district in which he was placed, though he had alluded to instances of mis- 
conduct on the part of individuals whose names were not specified.” Here are Captain 
Norris’s words, and let them be taken as evidence of his intention : “ I regret to say it is 
“ very difficult to keep improper persons off the works, in consequence of some of the com- 
“ mittees not performing their duty. The leading members op many of the com- 
“ mittees are priests, who have no landed property, and consequently no interest in Keeping 
“ down taxation, but, on the contrary, have an interest in enabling their flocks to 
11 pay their tribute. Some of the resident gentry, from disgust at the proceedings, 
« rarely attend the committees, and others who do are afraid to perform their duty ; for if 
*• they object to improper persons being put on the lists, the small farmers, who are also 
“ often members of the committees, and only one degree removed from those who are em- 
“ ployed on the public works, soon let it be known out of doors who are the members of 
“ the committees who prevent their friends being returned. The police are the only person s 
« from whom I can get correct information.” Captain Norris here distinctly accuses many 
priests, as “ the leading members of many committees,” of making an ill use of their influ- 
ence by returning improper persons for the public works. If to these many priests be 
added the others°of less influence who, he insinuates, would do in like manner if they only 
could, but few, if any, priests in his district would remain beyond the range of the Captain’s 
random fire. Not content with accusing many priests in his district of abusing their autho- 
rity, and insinuating what others would do, if they could, he attributes this misconduct to 
the base motive of self-interest ; and, not content with imputing base motives to them in 
particular, he transfers the calumny to the body of the Catholic clergy, describing the sordid 
selfishness exemplified in those with whom he had to do, as the vice of their profession in 
Ireland ; for, in the words of Captain Norris, they “ are priests, .... who have an iuterest 
u in enabling their flocks to pay their tribute.” 

This general description of priests, as persons ready to sacrifice duty to interest, — what 
else is it than a sweeping insult, a wholesale calumny, which it would require much charity 
and more ingenuity to soften down into a mere allusion, as you are pleased to think it, “ to 
instances of misconduct on the part of individuals.” Captain Norris’s own words putitoutof 
your power so to restrict his calumny, for he says in plain terms, c< The -police are the only 
persons from whom I can get correct informationy Then he could not obtain correct 
information from any one clergyman in his district ! ! ! 

We tell you, sir, that public opinion, here at least, has pronounced Captain Norris guilty 
of a gross slander. We tell you, sir, that his own friends reluctantly admit he has acted 
most improperly. And we tell you further, sir, that we have good reason to know it is the 
opinion of some of the highest law authorities of this kingdom that he has utterly failed to 
make good his charges against the Catholic clergy in the defence of his conduct which he 
has been called upon to submit to Government. 

You close your letter in these words : “ I do not believe that it can with truth be denied, 
“ that the conduct of particular clergymen has been justly liable to censure.” Name them, 
sir, and let justice be done to all parties, to them, to yourself, and to Captain Norris. Let 
your own law adviser at the Castle of Dublin be sent down to Thurles to inquire into the 
facts of the case, with the aid of the stipendiary and local magistrates. Justice demands it 
at your hands, that a number of respectable clergymen may not, in the eyes of any one, lie 
under the chaise of prostituting a public duty to the purpose of sordid gain, that you your- 
self and your Government may not even appear desirous to screen an offender because he is 
your official, and that Captain Norris, if innocent, may stand acquitted of the misconduct 
alleged against him, or, if guilty, may be told so by those who are responsible for his con- 
duct. Let justice be done. 

We have, See. 

(signed) William Morris, Chairman, 
and others, Clergymen of the Archdiocese of Cashel. 

The Right Honourable H. Labouchere, m.p., 

&c. &c. &c. 



Sir, 
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Sir, Irish Office, 29 May 1847. 

I have had the honour of receiving your letter of the 21 st instant, as well as the 
one from several Roman Catholic clergymen of the archdiocese of Cashel, which 
accompanied it. I regret very sincerely to find that the opinion which I have 
expressed with respect to the complaint made against Captain Norris should be 
considered unsatisfactory ; but it still appears to me that a public inquiry is not 
called for by justice towards individuals, and would not be calculated to promote 
any useful purpose. 

I am, &c. 

The Rev. Patrick Leahy, (signed) II. Labouckere. 

The College, Thurles. 
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